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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . This Final Office Action is in response to the Amendment filed May 24 2004. By 
the Amendment, claims 1-7 were amendment, claims 1-7 were amended, and claim 8 was 
added. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claimsl-8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Walker et al "Walker" (U.S. 6,616,458). 

As per claim 1, Walker discloses substantial features of the invention as claimed, 



Walker teaching a method for administering a survey comprising: 
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producing and editing personal-life information/advice in a question- and format 
that includes a plurality of questions for obtaining desired data requested by businesses 
or other organizations; a means for supplying the produced and edited personal-life 
information, including a plurality of questions, to an individual user, who can receive the 
information at any time (i.e. assembling survey questions request from client/organization 
and provided the survey to respondents) (col. 6, lines 7-25); a means for collecting and 
analyzing the aforementioned desired data based in the individual user is obtaining the 
personal-life information/advice; and a means for supplying the desired data, after it has 
been collected and analyzed, to the appropriate business or other organization that 
requested the desired data (i.e., storing and analyzing the survey responses to be supplied 
to the client) (col. 12, lines 19-26). 

As per claim 2, Walker further shows at least six databases (col. 4, line 16 through 
col. 7 line 24). While they may not have the same names as applicant claimed databases, 
the examiner notes that any desired names can be given to them, and the names of 
databases does not affect how the data being stored is used. Thus no patentable weight is 
given to the names of databases. Furthermore, Walker does not disclose the feature of 
"maintaining a financial records database a variety of financial records, including fees to 
be imposed on individual users or business-users for the use of this system 55 . However, 
Walker discloses the concept of maintaining billing information that specifies how the 
client is to be charged for surveys conducted on his or her behalf, which is equivalent to 
applicant's claimed feature. Note col. 4, lines 37-40. 

5. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walker 
et al "Walker" (U.S. 6,616458). 
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As per claim 3, Walker does not explicitly disclose paying to individual users a 
remuneration. However, it is old and well known in the business art that sellers or clients 
usually make a down payment "advance remuneration" before providing any services to 
the sellers or the clients. Therefore, incorporating this well-known teaching into Walker 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art with the motivation to 
pay a user or person when taken a survey. 

As per claim 4, Walker further discloses a data-collecting system in which the 
personal-life information/advice includes information concerning premiums or prizes 
being offered to the individual users by a business or other organization (col. 11, lines 46- 
51). 

As per claim 5, Walker does not explicitly disclose an individual-user's terminal 
computer is a cellular phone or any other type of mobile terminal. However, it is 
notoriously old and well known in the communication art to user a cellular phone or any 
other mobile terminal to communicate with users. It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate this well known feature into the 
disclosures of Walker in order to facilitate easy communication. 

5. Claims 6, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as anticipated by Walker et 
al "Walker" (U.S. 6,594,638). 

As per claims 6 and 7, Walker discloses all of the limitations of claims 6 and 7 in 
the rejection of claim 1 above. However, Walker does not explicitly disclose whereby an 
individual user can select at least one question to be answered from a plurality alternative 
questions. However, it would have been obvious to incorporate this feature into the 
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disclosures of Walker with the motivation to inquire both quantitative and qualitative 
information concerning the survey. 

As per claim 8, Walker discloses a respondent database for storing the 
respondent's profile to include the respondent's age, address and name (col. 6, lines 51- 
55 and col. 7, lines 25-35), but fails to explicitly disclose telephone number, occupation, 
marital status and nationality of user/respondent. It is old and well known in the 
marketing art to store in a database the telephone number, occupation, marital status and 
nationality of a user/respondent. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to incorporate these data in the disclosures of Walker with the motivation to 
better target the user/respondent. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Boe et al (U.S. Patent No. 6236975) discloses a method for profiling customer 
for targeted marketing. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Romain Jeanty whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
9585. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq R Hafiz can be reached on (703) 305-9643. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




